While laboratories for research in veterinary medicine are still but thinly scattered over our country, they are nevertheless sufficiently numerous to be within reach of the majority of sections. This, together with the present elaborate technique and scientific methods of diagnosing various obscure diseases of our domestic animals, makes it wise for veterinary inspectors and practitioners to acquaint themselves with the methods of obtaining and preparing tissues to be sent to the laboratory for pathological and bacteriological studies.
The great assistance which the laboratory should be able to render to veterinarians and others in various disease conditions is in many cases reduced to a minimum by carelessness or indifference on their part in preparing the specimens before shipment. Where the proper measures are not taken, the specimens are often irretrievably spoiled for pathological work by the time they reach the laboratory, even though they are in a fresh condition when taken from the animal. In other cases, where a micro-organism is to be isolated to establish a diagnosis, it has become so badly contaminated by the abundant growth of saprophytic organisms that it is either never isolated or the time required is so great that the report of the laboratory is too long in being received to be of any material benefit to the interested person.
In many cases the mode of preparation of tissues must"vary somewhat, depending upon whether they are to be used for pathological or bacteriological work. A dead body commences to undergo decomposition as soon as rigor mortis passes off, and in the case of the internal organs almost immediately on their exposure to the air. All solutions which will rapidly kill and properly fix In sending urine to the laboratory for analysis it is preferable to have a portion of a 24-hour sample forwarded, but this is practically impossible, and therefore a sample has to be secured whenever oppor- 
MILK.
In securing milk for a bacteriological examination the udder and teats should first be thoroughly washed off with soap and warm water, followed by some antiseptic solution, after which the excess of fluid should be wiped off with a clean towel. The first two or three streams of milk should be discarded, after which it should be [Cir. The receptacle for dry specimens of diseased tissues shall be a glass test tube 3 inches in length and one-half inch in diameter. This test tube shall be inclosed in a circular tin box similar to those already described, but measuring 2J inches in diameter and 5£ inches in length, and be lined upon its sides and bottom with compressed paper not less than one-quarter of an inch in thickness. The test tube shall be closely packed in cotton, and the box shall be closed by a metal screw cap and a rubber or felt washer. [Clr. 123] o
